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While attending a demonstration in radiology, student PETER PARKER was bitten by @ spider which had 
accidentally been exposed to RADIOACTIVE RAYS. Through a miracle of science, Peter soon found 
that he had GAINED the arachnid‘s ..and had, in effect, become a human spider... 
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STAN’S SOAPBOX 
Gigantic news, geng! Here’s the block 
buster I've been waiting years to 
announce! Remember the almost 
egendary original Spider Man and Dr. 
Strange strips - the ones done by yours 
truly and Steve Ditho? The ones that 
helped to make the wondrous web 
siinger and the mystical Master of Black 
Magic two of the most popular heroes 
ever to grace the pandemonious pages of 
@ Marvel mag? And remember how 
Sturdy Steve one day up and left the 
bewildered Bullpen to seek other paths 
of glory? Well, not only have | been 
eagerly awaiting his eventual return, but 
most of Marveidom Assembled has been 
waiting for it too, judging by the 
mountain of letters we've received over 
the years asking when the dazzling Mr. 
D would return to the realm of the True 
Believer! In fact, | don’t think I've ever 
spoken at 2 campus anywhere without at 
feast halfadozen mistyeyed Marvelo 
philes imploring me to find some way to 
get Steve to wend his way home again! 
Okay now— here comes the good part! 
Ditko’s back— and Marvel’s got him! 
You'll be seeing his own~ brand of 
artistic magic in some of our greatest 
and most exciting mags, coming your 
wey soon! Forgive me for sounding as if 
this is some sort of hard-sell commercial 
plug— it isn't meant to be. It’s just that 
| feel incredibly sentimental about one 
of our original greats climbing aboard 
again, just as | felt when Jolly Jack Kirby 
returned to the scenes of his former 
gory! (For those of you who've been 
wondering what Jack is up to now, he’s 
j doing our storyboard layouts for NBC- 
TV's “Fantastic Four” Saturday A.M. 
animated show— miss ‘em at your own 
| risk!) And now, on behalf of the whole 
j blissful Bullpen, and countless legions of 
| Marvelites everywhere, let me joyfully 
shout “Welcome back, Steve! It's been a 
long wait, but it’s gonna be worth it— 
‘cause the hest lies just ahead! 
E xcetsiort 
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ITEM! Most Outrageous Oversight of 1978 
Department Would you believe that we 
forgot to mention the little fact that, a few 
months back, Broadway BOB HALL stepped 
down as Editor of about half the Marvel color 
comics line. Bob, as many of you know, is 
producer and co-author of the off-Broadway 
nit play, The Passion of Dracula. it seems that 
the show is such a smash that it’s opened 
some new doors for Bob in the worid of 
streenplay-writing and major theatrical en- 
deavors It was with great sadness that Bob 
eft Marvel, (blunted somewhat by: the wild 
and crazy no holds barred party thrown by 
the staff in his honor) but he promises to fit 
in some freelance work for us as often as 
Dossible Best of tuck from all of us in the 
Bullpen Bob! We'll miss you! 


ITEM! Second Most Outrageous Oversight of 
1978 Department. When Bob Hall stepped 
down, much-beleagquered Editor-in-Chief Jim 
(Trouble) Shooter found himself in an unchar- 
acteristically lucky position. As fate would 
have it, right about then, a longtime Marvei 
Master Artist and all time friend of the 
Bullpen returned from his brief hiatus with... 
the other quys.. .and rejoined the fold! He's 
@ true Renaissance man! He pencils! He inks! 
He writes! He edits! He has 1001 uses around 
the home and office, and he’s an absolute 
terror on the volleyball court! Those of you 
who pay attention to the credits already know 
we're talking about none other than Amiable 
AL MILGROM, whose artful delineation of 
the CAPTAIN MARVEL series dazz/ed 
Marveidom assembled a couple years back! Al 
is better than ever, it seems, and raring to go! 
Besides editing DAREDEVIL, DEFENDERS, 
DOCTOR STRANGE, GODZILLA, HULK, 
TEAM-UP, MICRONAUTS. PETER PARKER, 
POWER MAN/IRON FIST, TARZAN, and 
more, Al’s pencilling and inking ali over the 
Jot! Check out HOWARD THE DUCK #30, 
for instance! Good to have you with us, Al, 
and we're sorry we forgot to mention it 
sooner. The thing is, it seemed so natura! to 
have you back home again, it sort of slipped 
our minds that you were ever gone! 


— BATTLE 
SOCTSA.BONG 


{TEM! ft also bears mentioning that during 
aii this editorial reshuffling somebody was 
minding the store—namely, faithful Assistant 
Editor Mannerty MARY JO DUFFY, who kept 
things running smoothly. Mary Jo is learning 
the editorial ropes with amazing alacrity, and 
it's a safe bet you'll be hearing lots more about 
this talented lady before long—right now, in 
fact! it seems that Jo has finalty snagged her 
first. requiar series, namely POWER MAN/ 
IRON FIST, and right off the bat she’s made 
2 winner! You've got to see issue #56! You 
just plain won't believe who Luke Cage and 
the K’un-Lun Kid come to scratch against! 
it may be the mismatch of the century —and 
not in favor of the good guys! Nope, we 
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won't ruin the surprise for you—but why let 
curiosity gnaw at your brain? Run down to 
your newsstand and buy 6 copy, already It’s 
there waiting for you! 


ITEM! Speaking of waiting: it seems that the 
whole blamed worid is breathiessty antici- 
Ppating the comics event of the year—that 
being, of course, the 100th issue of CONAN 
THE BARBARIAN! As you read this. issue 
#97 is just hitting the stands, but for those 
few of you who eren’t reguiars (shame!), it’s 
definitely not too early to get in on the build- 
ing excitement. Actually the continuing saga 
has been gaining momentum for literally years 
now, and believe us, the payoff coming up in 
issue #100 is well worth the waiting. The few 
holdouts out there (you know who you are) 
who figure to buy our doubie-size spectacular 
hundredth issue as an investment, since it's 
sure to become a valuable collector's item in 
record time, but who won't part with a few 
sheckels for the requiar issues leading up to it, 
are actually cheating themselves out of the 
full gloridus impact of this outstanding epic 
tale. So get with it, quys! You‘ve been warned! 


ITEM! in case you've been wondering about 
HOWARD THE DUCK lately, or even if you 
haven't, here’s the scoop. Firstly, Gentleman 
GENE COLAN, high-ranking contender tor 
the Greatest Penciier in the Universe title, is 
back, as is Super Inker Amiable AL MILGROM, 
and the word for the artwork is superb! Ace 
Writer Boisterous BILL MANTLO has found 
his Niche of Destiny with the Duck, and as a 
result of all this happy harmony of talent, 
issue #30 of HTD may well be the best ever! 
What's in it? Well, the return of Dr. Bong, for 
openers, and wait'll you see how Howie gears 
up for the finai confrontation with his arch 
foe! Truck on down to your local magazine 
shop in a hurry and you may still be able to 
latch onto a copy of this fow! work —and 
whatever you do, don't miss next issue it's 
even better! Only Marvel could bring you 
such madness for such a smali fee! 
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Just one. more issue to go if you're interested in winning an 
autographed No-Prize for the correct quessing of the sinister 
secret identity of the man called... .CARRION! Yep, we reveal 
the dread truth in PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN #30—and it’s so offbeat that even we at the 
Bullpen have trouble believing it! Be that as it may, it’s a revala- 
| tion you won't soon forget. 

{ Another thing you'll remember and talk about for years to 
jecome is the art of Fabulous FRANK MILLER. Frank's work 
) graced our two previous issues and the word going arcund the 
office is that he’s one of the hottest new talents around! Look 
for fabulous Frank in upcoming issues of Dareciavit! This ish, 
Gentiemen JIM MOONEY returns to wrap up the Carrion saga, 
and Fearless FRANK SPRINGER continues to provide his 
embehishing excelience. 
PPTSS is on the move! 
Dear PPTSS-peopie, 

I've figured out who that guy in the tomb is! Namely, the 
only villain Spider-Man ever fought who was a Maagia agent, and 
in cahoots with A.1.M. to boot. . Phozon! He could be the quy 
on page 30 of PPTSS #23. Am i right? 


Andrew Murphy 
104 Wynnedale Rd 
Narbeth, PA 19072 

Nope, Andy—you're desd wrong...and ali those who 
guessed that gogale-eyes was none other than the mysterious 
Masked Marauder came in in first piace. 

Dear Marvel, 

in PPTSS #23, page 30, the unidentified Big M raises the lid 
to Ulysses S. Grant’s sarcephagus, right? So how come you- 
know-who's amazing spider-sense doesn't alert its possessor to 
Big M’s presence? That Big M was a foe (see page 17) and that 
there was danger {Big M has aimost unknown powers— 
wouldn't that constitute a threat?) cannot be doubted. So send 
me a bonafide, first class—yep, you guessed iti— No-Prize! 

A.F. Heaton 
Arrowheac Bivd 
Kokomo, iN 46901 

No can do, A.F., for the simple reason that you've gone a bit 
overboard in your evaluetion of Spidey's spider-sense. Yes, it 
does alert Spidey to danger, and, yes, Big M was a very definite 
threat... cut so were Cyclone and ali those gun-toting Macgia 
hoods packing the confines of Grant's Tomb. You can hardty 
expect discrimination in chaos such as that. Sa, sorry, Mr. 
Heston—but try again. 

Dear Marvel, 

Stop featuring other characters in PPTSS. After ali, this mag 
is not named HECTOR AYALA, THE WONDERFUL WHITE 
TIGER, or POWER THOMPSON AND SHA SHANFIST! By 
the way, the’ Maggia’s Big M is the Masked Marauder, so hand 
ower the goid-p!ated No-Prize! , 


Richard Hollowey 

Alexandria, LA 71301 

We'd be delighted to, Rich. . if you'd kindly send us your 
full address. 
Dear Marvel, 


1 am no longer buying PPTSS. Why? The art. it has no detail 
or background. The nighttime paneis are indistingquishable from 
the daylight frames. | could go on. 

The story, “Guess who's Buried in Grant’s Tomb! was 
ridiculous. How could Moon Knight's simple silver capsuie get 
through the Cycione’s whirling winds (fast enough to buffet 
henchmen!) and shatter at his feet? How could Moon Knight 
and Spider-Man dive through glass windows without being cut 
to shreds? 


1 originally bought PPTSS thinking that | wouldn't have to 
buy other Spider-Man series books and back issues. | was wrong. 
The use of footnotes (6g, “See AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN #180” and ‘See DEFENDERS #'s 47-51", et cetera). 
| might buy future issues of PPTSS if you shape up, but i 
doubt it. 
Clay Schonberger 
1640 Atias Ave 
Lincoln, NB $8523 


Whew! How ebout if we answer your que:tions first, ae. ‘ 
anal then let another reader respond to your complaints? (1) Th: 
methed by which Moon Kright defeated Cycione is the same, 
cn 2 vestly smailer scais, as that by which the Nevy is currant’ 
combatting actue! cyclone farce winds, i.e., dropping a pelict of 
liquid citrogen into the “eye” of a cyclone or ternatio, thus 
lowering the temperatures at the center of the vortex and 
upsetting the warm air currents that actuaily whip these winds 
to a frenzy in the first piace. If you're interested, Nige! Calder’s 
“The Weather Machine” goes into it in greater detail. As for 
(2), Marvel heroes and Hollywood stuntmen have been doing 
the jumping-through-glass seane for uncounted years, . .it seems 
silly to stop buying a book for that reason 2/one. Now, here’s 
Matt Kaufmen with another opinion. . . 

Dear Bill, Jim and Mike, 

A number of things impressed me about PPTSS #23. Jim 
Mooney‘s art, Moon Knight's mansion set-up, the portrayal of 
Cyclone as a callous killer but, most especially, the distrust dis- 
Played between Spider-Man and Moon Knight. 

Most superhero team-ups of late have given us two heroes 
who, as soon as they’re done fighting, get along perfectly. The 
distrust that prevailed between our heroes this ish was a refresh- 
ing change and made for a more realistic mag. Not a// heroes 
sheuld be friends, any more than they should ai! be enemies! 
Although | don‘t want to see another guest-star in this book for 
at feast a year (Oopsi—Editor Al) those that have appeared 
have been handied extremely weli, and Moon Knight more so 
than any other. 

Secondly, was the use of the Maggia. Despite the presence of 
Cyclone, the ordinary ters were the main baddies, It occurs 
to me that if super-villains were used a little less, and non- 
super-powerful crooks a little more, it would make for muc! 
more realistic, and hence potentially more interesting issues. 
One gets tired of .a new costumed baddie-every month. Not 
every book fits this formuia of course, but Spider-Man’s mags 
are unique in that they do, and well. 

Sub-plots: i'm glad the Betty Brant/Leeds storyline is ending 
before it burns out; | think you shou!d speed up the White Tiger's 
exit, too, As for Mary Jane, she should be written off. It’s tim: 
she leave, not because she’s been around so long, but becaus- 
she and Pete aren’t right for each other. Mr. Parker should have 
@ New girl, though. . but not right away. 


Matt Kaufman 
303 W. Pennsylvania 
Urbana, IL L 6? 807 


